of all debts due to him'. 4 He had married Rabsey (Cromwell alias Williams of Huntingdon) 5 on 1 August 1622 by license at St. Mary le Strand and they eventually had a large family, including Richard, George, 6 Martha, 7 Ursula, Judith, Anne, Maria and Rabsy (b. 1640). He became Keeper of the Privy Lodgings and Standing Wardrobe 8 within the honour of Hampton Court by letters patent, and by 1628 had moved there, as a certificate of residence shows him to be liable for taxation in the Royal Household and not in his previous area, a hundred of Hertford. 9 In 1635 Charles I, a supporter of Tradescant's museum, ordered 'Keeper of Hampton Court Wardrobe William Smithsby to deliver unto John Tredeskyn (Tradescant) various items of royal clothing for his museum including King Henry the Eighth his capp, his hawking bagg and spurs'. 10 Her mother Rabsey was a descendant of Sir Richard Williams alias Cromwell(1502-1544), a Welsh soldier whose mother was Katherine Cromwell, sister of Thomas Cromwell. Williams came to court and profited from the dissolution of the monasteries, making a fortune and buying estates, and, following Henry VII's recommendation to the Welsh to take a family name, he took Cromwell's. He was not affected by the fall of Cromwell, however, and in 1543 was made a gentleman of the Privy 4 Issues of the Exchequer 25 May 1627: 'William Smithsby, barber to the late King James, for necessaries for his Majesty's use £382 in full satisfaction of all debts due to him from and by his Maj said late father for his lodgings and other necessaries provided and employed in his said late father's services by writ date 15 August 1626'. Chamber. Sir Richard eventually became a great grandfather of Oliver Cromwell, who on the deed of jointure at time of his marriage was called alias Williams. 11 Many of Rabsy's contacts throughout her life had Cromwellian connections.
Presumably Rabsy grew up at Hampton Court with her brothers and sisters and in close contact with her uncle and cousins. Her uncle was Thomas Smithsby, who in the 1620s was Esquire Saddler to the King and was paid for 6 Bardelle saddles, 12 and by 1640 17 In 1644 he offered to make up the sum of £5,469 out of £10,000 required for the Kings service. The King's income came not out of current revenue, which had been used years in advance, but out of loans and advances which would not fall due for years to come. The customs were farmed to a group of men in return for a lump sum to the Exchequer, which gave the Government ready money which others had to collect. The farmers in the inner circle had tremendous resources, but they were joined by an outer circle of merchants and citizens like Thomas Smithsby who contributed to loans and often kept a deposit with a farmer to cover future custom dues. Clever merchants discovered that they could speculate by buying cheap assignments of all sorts of old debts.
18 By 1654 farmers owed £68,128 by assignments and not less than £10,651 of this was owed to Thomas.
The Civil War affected the Smithsby family in various ways. William and Thomas's careers were dependent upon the Court but as the parliamentary army began to win battles they must have felt their relationship with Cromwell was an insurance policy against financial disaster and likely to be a help when their children grew older.
William Smithsby was still in charge of the Privy Lodgings when Charles I was seized by the army and entrusted to the keeping of Col Whalley 19 and his regiment at Hampton Court in 1647. Whalley, suspecting that the King had escaped, went to Smithsby, demanding to be taken to the Privy Lodgings, where he found that indeed the King had fled to the Isle of Wight. Smithsby had taken charge of royal jewels, miniatures and other small objects; he also hid a number of pictures which otherwise would have been disposed of by the Commonwealth but which he was able to hand over to Charles II at the Restoration.
He remained in charge at Hampton Court at the time of the King's execution and throughout the Commonwealth, but even though the Commonwealth Parliament was scrupulous in settling Royal bills and salaries, they were often years in arrears-'On Aug 10 1655 pay unto William Smithsby £103 3 4 for salary of £1 1 8 for 2 years ended 5 March last and from thenceforth to continue the payment thereof unto him quarterly by equal portions'.
The royal goods were in his custody when the inventory was taken in 1649 at the start of a gigantic 3 year sale by the Commonwealth. 20 His brother Thomas was still living in Palace Gate House and on 4 May 1652 Thomas and his wife were charged with having concealed hangings, beds and bedding, carpets, curtains and 4 pieces of old purple cloth belonging to Lord Cottington. Thomas pleaded that he held goods as security for a debt due from Lord Cottington and on 30 June was ordered to bring goods to Haberdashers Hall. On 22 July, information was given that the Smithsbys concealed these goods and kept them for own use. The case dragged on but on 28 September Thomas Smithsby was discharged as there was no proof of concealment.
He was still involved financially with whoever was in government. He had various dealings in London property over the years; for example, when the Duchess of Buckingham left her house and no longer had to pay for its upkeep the rental income had been assigned directly to Thomas Smithsby in late 1644/45. 21 The House of Commons Journal, 15 January 1649, shows £3,000 due owing to Thomas Smithsby. In 1653 the forfeited lands of John Carroll in Ireland were granted to Thomas Smithsby and Sir William Flower, both Protestants who had supported the English Commonwealth during the Irish confederate war. During the Commonwealth the Manor of Chelsea was seized among forfeited lands and was sold in 1654 by certain trustees appointed for that purpose, of whom Thomas was one, and put in trust for the coheirs of Duke of Hamilton. 22 On 21 Feb 1654 a Warrant for payment of £15,599 to the Navy was signed by various people including, once again, Thomas Smithsby.
The Cromwellian side of the Smithsby family, for reasons that are not far to seek, gradually became more prominent. In 1642 Martha, Thomas's daughter, married as his second wife, John Blackwell senior (b. 1594/5), a wealthy London merchant, Grocer to the King, and a fervent Puritan. 23 He and Martha had 8 children and a house at Mortlake. By 1650 he was owed £2,798 for groceries supplied to Charles I. Blackwell had a son, John (b. 1624), by his first wife, who with his father joined a Trained Band in the City to reinforce the Parliamentarian army-John senior as a captain and John junior as an ensign. John junior later joined the Parliamentarian army and fought at Naseby and Langport. He became Treasurer at War for Cromwell and tried to improve the payment to soldiers during the war. He was always close to the Smithsby family and married Elizabeth Smithsby (d. 1669), daughter of a James Smithsby, in 1647 . 24 George, who had matriculated at Christ Church Oxford in 1647 aged 21, 25 became one of Cromwell's Life Guards and part of the Hispaniola expedition that captured Jamaica from the Spaniards. Oliver Cromwell had written to General Penn, 'I must commend also to you young Smithsby, who hath been of my life-guard. I believe him very stout, and one that takes great affection to the sea, and has been very much there of late. I pray you own him for my sake. He is my kinsman and if you have any employment that way, or which may fall, command him to it, as you shall judge him fit, and after you have seen his behaviour'.
26 On 20 January 1656 George was appointed Captain.
Thomas junior 27 enrolled at Inner Temple in June 1648 and became a Fellow of All Souls Oxford in 1648.
28 By the mid 1650s, he was Clerk of the Protector's Privy Seal. 29 In September 1654, Thomas complained he was 'deprived of the priviledges and profits due to (them) equally as to other Master of Arts in the Colledge it is this day ordered (they) shall henceforth receave the same profits and privileges as other Master of Arts in the same 24 One of their sons was Sir Lambert Blackwell, appointed Gentleman of the Privy Chamber in 1697, and knighted as envoy to Genoa in 1698. 25 He had been at school at Croydon, Surrey ( Mr Burton) and first matriculated at Sidney Sussex College Cambridge before migrating to Oxford 26 
34 Cromwell died in 1658 35 and at the Restoration Kinnersley was given three days to restore all the palaces for the King. He managed to raid the houses of Cromwell's widow and Richard Cromwell and reclaim a lot of ex-Royal treasures which, together with those that had been hidden by royalists, enabled him to make the palaces fit for a King. Kinnersley demanded £7,000 in back pay and claimed he had prevented £500,000 of the King's goods being sold. acquired. 42 They never received an official pardon and in 1662 were found guilty and given life imprisonment, a sentence which does not seem to have been enforced. Blackwell junior spent much time in Ireland where he had acquired property, but in 1669 he was back in London trying, with James Smithsby, Mary Smithsby, 43 Simon Middleton and Rebecca Hartley 44 to reclaim monies by means of a House of Lords petition from the farmers of customs in connection with a loan of £10,000 Thomas Smithsby had lent to the Crown in 1640. This was unsuccessful. 45 In the 1660s Rabsy had dealings with Edward Backwell (1618-83), a goldsmith who also acted as a banker for a variety of people including the Queen. 46 He accepted money deposits returnable on demand-what was called running cash. Backwell's customers were Crown and government officials and merchants, and he also sold at a profit former Crown properties at Hampton Court, which may have been the origin of his connection with the Smithsbys. James Smithsby's name appears in the ledgers on his own account and when he is paid £130 by Rabsy:
1668-1670 Mrs Rabsey Smithsby By balance from leger 2 Folio Memo no part of this money to be paid But upon endorsement on ye obligation 487 13 42 Blackwell senior had not been a judge at the King's trial but assisted with administration and had been paid £1000 by the Commons for expenses. 43 She married Nathaniel Wickes in 1672. 44 This bank account marks the start of a prosperous career. By 1674, when he was 28 and had married Mary Green (aged 23), 47 James Smithsby (ca.1646-1691) was attached to the Royal Household as woollen draper in ordinary to Charles II and had become the man of business of Theophilus, 7 th Earl of Huntingdon (1655-1701). In 1677 he contributed to Charles' Act for raising money to build 30 ships of war. By 1682 he was paying Westminster rates in the alley in Russell St and in 1684 in St Martins Lane. On June 21 1687 he received £469 9s for cloth furnished by him for the service of the Great Wardrobe in 1685. The first extant letter between James and the Earl of Huntingdon is dated 20 January 1672/3 and mentions 'black cloath and patterns of druggetts', 49 but soon the letters touch upon all aspects of Huntingdon's life; in 1674, Smithsby is sending down a dozen silver plates, 50 in 1676, he is happy 'yr Lordshipp liked the candlesticks', 51 ; public events are noted, and the Parliamentary programme is mentioned.
Once associated with Shaftesbury and Exclusion Bill, probably due to his fear of popery, Huntingdon was back as a Court supporter in 1681 and a member of Privy Council in 1683. He was among those signing the order proclaiming James II king on 23 April 1685, and his wife was given a role serving Princess Anne while Huntingdon was made a Gentleman of the Bedchamber to her husband. In October 1688, the king authorised Huntingdon to raise Horse and Foot militia against invasion and in early November he joined the regiment in Plymouth. But large numbers started to desert to William of Orange and Huntingdon was taken prisoner by the Earl of Bath on 24 November.
James Smithsby was in constant correspondence with Huntingdon during this time, on 29 November 1688 writing that 'the Lord Churchill, the Duke of Grafton, Colonel Bartelott were gone on Sunday to the Prince of Orange and early Monday morning that Prince George and the Duke of Ormond were likewise gone, and not long after the Princess and Lady Churchill and Mrs Bartelott were missing and have not been heard of since '. 52 He attended a meeting between the King's Commissioners and the Prince of Orange in early December and wrote on 18 December passing on the intelligence he had gathered These and all the rest of your cousins things that were moved to and from St Jones's are placed under the custody of Mrs R S who gives her hearty service to you in a house that her sister and she have taken near their former lodgings and are like to remain there with her as her own goods, until you order me otherwise to dispose of them. They are no manner of inconvenience or trouble other to the lady of the house and I believe will continue as safe there as anywhere in the town. As you desired, I sent you six pounds of chocolate, which I hope you have received. I have made you six paire of new sleves, and put wrest bands and ruffles to the two paire you sent. I have allso bought you some wash Leather gloves, which I hope will Fitt, and you may Like, if you doe not, they may be returned and Changed for others. I have marked the new sleves with stiches of Crimson silke, that your servant may give them to you in paires.
On 22 April 1704 Rabsy wrote again: yesterday I received from Mr Churchil, the bundle you mention, and will take Care to Observe your directions in what you desier in the Shirts and Caps. The papers I will give you account of as of the Former received from you. when I tell you tis impossible for me to expresse the satisfaction your favouer allwayes presents me with and the Joy I have in your health, though I cannot returne a suteable acknowledgment yet I can assure you I am Sir your affectt Friend and Faithfull Servant Rabsy Smithsby And again, on 7 August 1704, I then acquainted you there was thirty three yards of the Flanell you sent to me for shirts, and that there remained eight yards with me. As allso that…I received five pounds on a five pound Tickett of 1704. I will take Care to make up your Chocolate as soon as the weather is a little Coole for I observe it grinds best and finest then, and will marke it as you desire.
Locke died on 27 October 1704, but Rabsy soldiered on. After Edward Clarke's death in 1710 she received 'five pounds being for one years interest of one hundred pounds due Janry last on ye said Mr Clarke's personal bill dated 24 January 1686'. In 1714 she became a Queen's pensioner and was paid £20 per annum; she also received £10 of arrears.
73 She had written her will on 10 July 1713 but lived on until 1720.
74
A Bank of England will extract tells us that Rabsy Smithsby, late of St James Westminster Spinster Dyed possessed of One 73 See Calendar of Treasury Books, vol. 29, (1714-1715), 12 August 12 and 20 December. 74 Probate was granted on 23 November 1720 to her nephew George Barber.
